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Table 1 The different retrieval process in prime and recent part with the continuous distractor paradigm

t P
1 2 y 2168

o 60 2112 01044
3 2 z 2108
9 10 y 1140
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11 10 z 1.88

s 2

(2168> 2108, t(24)= 2112, P < 0105), ;
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The Serial Position Effects in the Continuous Distractor Paradigm

WU Yanhong ZHU Ying
( Department of Psychology, Peking University, Beijing, 100871 )

Abstract The robust seral position effects were founded in the free recall experiment and in the continuous dis-
tractar paradigm with Chinese character. But in the 30 s distractor experiment paradigm, the primacy effect still ex
ited, the recency effect disappeared. And the contextual retrieval hypothesis failed to explain this phenomenon. Ac-
cording to the contextual cue and memory trace, it is applied successfully that the associative memory and absolute
memory to the primacy effect and the recency effect respectively.
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